PBOUDHON___PROVENCAL LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE.

distinction or separation of parts, without a
definite body cavity or trace of a nervous
system. The animals present the appear-
ance of a transparent gelatinous cell contain-
ing a nucleus. In many, contractile vesicles
have been observed which perform the office
of a heart The organs of locomotion are
varied. In some of the higher forms move-
ments are effected by means of cilia, in
others by long whip-like bristles termed
flagella, but the most characteristic organs
of locomotion are processes named pseudo-
podict, consisting simply of prolongations of
the sarcodic substance of the body, which
can be emitted and retracted at pleasure.
The Protozoa, with the exception of a few-
inhabiting the bodies of animals, are aquatic
in their habits, and, save the sponges, gen-
erally of microscopic size. They have not
the usual reproductive organs, this function
being fulfilled by means of simple cleavage
or * fission,' and, except in the higher forms,
they have no differentiated mouth, the food
being simply absorbed. Prom this fact the
Protozoa have been divided into those that
have a distinct external mouth, and those
that have no distinct mouth; but this classi-
fication has no great value. A better mode
of division is into the three classes of Ore-
garinidtt, JRhizopoda, and Infusoria. See
these terms.

Proudhoa (pro-don), PIERRE JOSEPH, a
French publicist, born at Besancon 1809,
died there 1865. He was the son of poor
parents, who were unable to pay for his
education, but he was enabled to attend
gratuitously the college of his native town.
At the age of nineteen, he entered a printer's
office, afterwards became a press reader,
and in this way acquired considerable lin-
guistic knowledge, with the result that
he wrote an Essai de Grammaire G-e'ne'rale.
As a reward for his studious labours he
had conferred on him by the Academy of
Besanyonthe^nsz'otttfward, which yielded
him an income of 1500 francs for three
years. Political economy now became his
chief study, and in 1840 appeared his fa-
mous work, bearing on the title-page the
question: Qu'est-cequelaPropriete*? (What
is property?), to which the first page of the
treatise contains the answer, *C'est le Vol3
(it is theft). Tor this treatise, and two
others which followed, he was prosecuted at
Besancon, but was ultimately acquitted. In
1843 he managed a system of water trans-
port; on the JRhdne and Satoe; settled in
Paris in 1847 j started various newspapers,

and became a leader in the revolution of
1848; was elected a representative for the
Seine in the Constituent Assembly; at-
tempted with no success to found a Banque
du Peuple; and for his outspokenness in
the press he was imprisoned for three years.
Besides those already noticed his more im-
portant treatises are: Discours sur la Odle-
bration du Dimanche, De la Creation de
1'Ordre dans 1'Humanite, Systfcme des Con-
tradictions Economiques.
Prout, FATHER.   See Mahony, Francis.
Front, SAMUEL, painter in water-colours,
born in Plymouth 1783, died 1852. He
received a few lessons in drawing in his
native town, and prosecuted his work by
industriously sketching from nature. In
1803 he visited, and in 1812 finally removed
to London, where he maintained himself by
receiving pupils and furnishing drawings
for Britton's topographic and architectural
publications. He was an occasional exhibi-
tor at the Academy and British Institution
from 1803 to 1827, and was one of the ear-
liest members of the Society of Painters in
Water-colours. In 1818 he visited the
Continent, after which he made repeated
artistictours; he became famous for hia draw-
ings of street scenes and the quaint medi-
aeval architecture of Europe. Some of his
sea-coast scenes exhibit great power. His
drawings are held in much repute.
Provencal Language and Literature,
strictly the language and literature of that
portion of Southern France known as Pro-
vence, but in its widest application the Pro-
vencal language includes the Romance form
of speech belonging to the inhabitants of a
geographical area which comprises the whole
south of Prance (especially Provence, Li-
mousin, Auvergne), with Catalonia and Va-
lencia in Spain. This language was the ear-
liest cultivated of the Romance languages
(or those based on the Latin), and at one
time was extensively used in literature. It
was also called lanyue d'oc in contradistinc-
tion to the kindred speech of Northern
France, the langue d'oui; and yet again it
received the name of lengua le'moslna pro-
bably from the wide fame of a few Limousin
troubadours. Proven9al, as a new and dis-
tinct language, appears in historical recordH
about the 10th century, and continued as a
medium of living literary expression until
about the end of the 13th century. In 1350
a^few scholars of Toulouse attempted to re-
vive its decaying glory, and for this pur-
pose composed a treatise on grammar aucl
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